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PROPOSAL: 
That ISAF Regulation 26, International and Recognised Classes, be amended to allow 
handicap or rating rules to be considered in the same way as recognised or International 
classes with the Executive of the handicap or rating rule acting in the same manner as the 
International Class Association with respect to management and administration of the rule 
and that IRC then be recognised as an ISAF International Handicap Class/Rule rule in 
accordance with the amended Regulation. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
ISAF Regulation 26 describes the procedures for recognising and administering International 
and Recognised Classes.  These are both dinghy and keelboat classes, either one-design, 
restricted and “box Rules”.  They have in common that they race within each class on a level 
basis.  
Although some offshore racing boats have become ISAF Recognised Classes, including X 
99, Farr 40 and Mumm 30, the present structure does not recognise that most offshore yacht 
racing is conducted on a rating or handicap basis.  
The revised ISAF structure, with the Offshore Racing Council now reporting to the new ISAF 
Offshore Committee, has brought the IMS and ORC Club rules under the world governing 
body.  Other rating rules however are not represented in either body.  The challenge for ISAF 
is how to widen its interest in offshore racing.  If it wants to truly develop into the governing 
body for offshore and big boat racing, it will have to embrace any rating/handicapping rule 
which has proved its potential to reach out beyond local or regional coverage. 

REASON: 
Currently there are no fully defined and agreed criteria and conditions for International 
Handicap Classes/Rules.  A prerequisite therefore to recognising any International Handicap 
Class/Rule is the establishment of proper criteria.  
At present, only a single rating rule (IMS) is recognised as an International Handicap Rule.  
IMS is not universally supported leaving many regions and nations, particularly emerging 
nations, without ready access to an International Handicap Rule.  There is a need to fill this 
void. 
IRC (the cruiser/racer division of IR2000) caters for virtually all boat types from classics 
through cruisers and cruiser/racers to full on race boats.  It is a mature inclusive rule that is 
very simple to use for both sailors and race administrators alike.  It is also inexpensive. 
IRC has a wide international following.  The rule is regularly used at events ranging from 
local series through to National and International events such as Cork Week, the 
Sydney/Hobart Race, Middle Sea Race, Fastnet Race, Phuket Kings Cup, Voiles de St 
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Tropez, etc.  In the year 2000, 5236 boats in 31 countries on all 6 continents held valid IRC 
certificates.  In 2001, this had increased to 5476 boats.  In addition to all of the above 
regattas, IRC was also used at the America’s Cup Jubilee Regatta in the Solent in 
September 2001. 
Should ISAF Council endorse this submission, the RYA would be willing to assist the ISAF 
Constitution Committee in the drafting of the regulation. 


